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EXPLORING
THE POWERS LATENT 

IN HUMANKIND

Research has shown that 51% of population in western 
countries have had exceptional experiences, such as 
clairvoyance, telepathy, lucid dreams, near-death ex-
periences, contact with deceased and mystical or spiri-
tual experiences. 

As exceptional as these experiences may be, from a sociological point 
of view they are quite normal. They are not only part of the post-
modern world in which we live, but also of the Wisdom Traditions of all 
cultures. Investigating these experiences has been one of the objects 
of the Theosophical Society since its foundation in 1875. During a 
two-year programme of Seminars and Study Days, new insights in 
science, religion, philosophy and therapy are being presented. During 
Dutch language Study Days, a broad range of unusual experiences 
are being explored. The 2020 International Seminar aims to give an 
overview of several of the most important scientific developments in 
this field. 

Exceptional Experiences
Exceptional experiences may occur when the common limitations 
of time and space of the personality fall away, after which unknown 
territory is entered. As a result, enhanced ideas on humankind, life, 
psyche or cosmos can emerge at different levels. They can emerge 
spontaneously, or are the result of specific preparations, spiritual or 
otherwise. Often, they are an enrichment of the personal life, but can 
also be meaningless, sensational or frightening, thus even creating 
problems. Insight is required to be able to test, evaluate and integrate 
these experiences in the personal life. This insight is not only import-
ant for those undergoing these experiences, but certainly also for 
professional spiritual counsellors, psychiatrists and psychologists, 
being faced with related questions. 

Exceptional Experiences and Latent powers
Some experiences, such as clairvoyance, are the result of latent 
powers which can present themselves spontaneously. Other powers 
are being gradually developed. The Wisdom Traditions make clear 
that only those powers are wholesome which are the natural result 
of an inner transformation. This is a gradual process where forcing of 
such is not advisable and can even be dangerous. 
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The Programme
The 2020 International Seminar aims to inform and give an overview 
of several of the most important scientific developments that are 
placed in the rational structures of scientific and the Wisdom 
Traditions.

Theosophy Offers a Safe Environment to Investigate 
These Issues 
Theosophy, or Divine Wisdom, is hidden knowledge or knowledge of 
the hidden. Anything observed by the senses has also a hidden depth. 
The surface of subjects, their external horizon, is just the bounary. 
The development of spiritual intuition is necessary to achieve a 
synthesis between inner and outer. This requires a “safe container”, 
concepts and environment, within which people can develop for 
themselves that synthesis. 

 Content

2.  Exploring the Powers Latent in Humankind
3.  Exceptional Experiences and Latent Powers
4.  Programme Saturday June 13
5.  Programme Saturday June 13 (continued)
6.  Programme Sunday June 14
7.  Programme Sunday June 14 (continued)
8.  Programme Sunday June 14 (continued)
9.  Questions to be dealt with and related programmes
10.  The Theosophical Society and International 
 Theosophical Centre
11.  Registration
12.  Registration form
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 Friday June 12
 Arrival, dinner, assemble in Besant Hall

 Saturday June 13
  9.30 Arrival and coffee
10.00 Opening 

10.10 Exploring the Powers Latent in Humankind
Prof. dr. Hans Gerding (philosopher, transpersonal psycho-
logist, Institute for Philosophy, Leiden University & Institute for 
Parapsychology, Utrecht)

 Introduction to the theme of this seminar. Latent abilities manifest 
 themselves in a wide variety of extraordinary experiences. 
 This is happening en masse in our Western society. These   
 experiences often lie at the heart of our culture, in religion, 
 philosophy, science and art. In addition, they can also be 
 dangerous and ask for in-depth research.

11.10 Coffee break

11.30 Challenge to Mainstream Psychology: Integrating the 
 Transpersonal
 Prof. em. dr. David Lukoff (Sofia University (Formerly Institute 
 of Transpersonal Psychology). Founder, Spiritual Competency
 Resource Center)
 During its 50-year history, transpersonal psychology’s challenging 
 stance has kept it on the margins of academia. Yet this small 
 movement has helped legitimate spiritual and exceptional 
 experiences as important areas of inquiry in psychology. 
 It has also pioneered the inclusion in therapy of a client’s
 spiritual and exceptional experiences, strengths, and 
 Conflicts as well as altered state of consciousness 
 experiences.

12.30 Lunch break. For day visitors: Please bring your own 
 sandwiches

13.30 The Magic of Zarathustra’s Eyes of the Heart 
 Dr. Ann van Sevenant (PhD Philosophy Brussels, is the 
 author of Thus Replied Zarathustra  (Mimesis International, 
 2020) and of twenty books on philosophy in Dutch, French, 
 English, Italian. She taught Philosophy at the University 
 College of Antwerp (Belgium), and now she is an inter-
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 national guest speaker and independent researcher 
 associated with the University of Brussels (VUB).
 The Persian thinker Zarathustra highlighted the potential 
 of the human mind and heart to connect to the inner space
 and cosmic universe. In the Gathas, this latent capacity is
  activated by the “eyes of the heart”. Years of practice 
 allowed me to experience the process of a growing intuitive 
 understanding.

14.30 Tea break

14.50 Exceptional powers and presences. Questions about 
 their reality from an intercultural perspective 
 Dr. Angela Roothaan (VU Amsterdam, focuses in her 
 research on African intercultural philosophy and spirit 
 ontologies. Recent book: Indigenous, Modern and Post-
 colonial Relations to Nature. Negotiating the Environment
 (Routledge 2019).
 Stories of exceptional powers and presences can be found
 in all cultures. These cultures however value them very
 differently – as subjective claims or as shared realities. 
 Is it possible to gain a shared intercultural understanding
 of such powers and presences? How would such an
 understanding make us see ourselves: as rational animals, 
 as spiritual beings, or a spirited animal? 

15.50 Magic: a Scientific Resurrection of an Esoteric Legend
 Prof. Dr. Dean Radin (MS Electrical Engineering, 
 PhD Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign,  
 USA. Chief Scientist, Institute of Noetic Sciences, and 
 Distinguished Professor, California Institute of Integral 
 Studies).
 As scientific materialism became the currency of the 
 modern academic world, belief in magic faded away. 
 But materialism, like any worldview, has its limits, 
 especially in providing an explanation for the nature of 
 consciousness. To help resolve this problem, an ancient
 worldview is being reconsidered, and one of the 
 consequences of that reconsideration is the resurrection 
 of magic.
 
16.50 Closing, possibly with short forum

19.30 Evening Programme: Cees Hiep, piano recital. 
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Sunday June 14

9.30 Arrival and coffee

10.00 Opening

10.10 Spiritual Competence 
 Prof. em. dr. David Lukoff (Sofia University (Formerly Institute
 of Transpersonal Psychology). Founder, Spiritual Competency 
 Resource Center)
 Research has established that for many people, spirituality is
 a strength and a resource for their wellness and recovery.  
 Also, the evidence for the value of spiritually oriented inter-
 ventions such as mindfulness and yoga has created an aware-
 ness of the need for therapists to provide more spiritually-
 inclusive care to clients. How can therapists be prepared to 
 develop a more compassionate and skillful place within 
 themselves to provide spiritually competent care?

11.10 Coffee break

11.30 A biophoton field may unite Western and Eastern 
 medicine
 Dr. Roeland Van Wijk (studied biophysical chemistry and 
 lectured molecular cell biology at Utrecht University. 
 He founded MeLuNa Research BV to study the human 
 biophoton field in health and disease)
 Human ultra-weak photon emission can be studied after 
 dark-adaptation utilizing a highly sensitive photomultiplier.
 he spontaneous emission of a human shows a common
 anatomic pattern. The lecture explains the origin of the light
 field and the characteristics of the “language” of the photon
 signal in relation to the Western biomedical knowledge as
 well as to traditional Eastern energy medicine.

12.30 Lunch break. For day visitors: please bring your own 
 sandwiches
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13.30 Gurus, charisma and transpersonal psychology
 Prof. dr. André van der Braak (Free Universiy of 
 Amsterdam, Philosopher, psychologist, professor of 
 Buddhist philosophy in dialogue with other philosophical
 traditions) 
 From mainstream psychology the relationship  
 between charismatic religious teachers and their disciples 
 is often interpreted as pathological, for example in terms of 
 transference and countertransference. And indeed, such 
 relationships are dangerous. However, what can be 
 said from the perspective of transpersonal psychology 
 about the transformative potential of these relationships? 
 And what are the consequences for therapeutic care and 
 social guidance?

14.30 Tea break

14.50 Inspiration and original experience
 Dr Rico Sneller, (has been teaching philosophy at the uni-
 versities of Utrecht, Leiden and Eindhoven. His research 
 focuses on the philosophical reception of exceptional 
 experiences and altered states of consciousness). 
 Inspiration is an original yet latent human experience. 
 It should be associated with what Plato describes as ‘Eros’.  
 Philosophy and art are greatly determined by the original  
 experience of inspiration or Eros. But, what is this ‘Eros’?  
 Is it a cosmic power which exclusively expresses itself in  
 bodies? Or is it a purely spiritual power? Or (third 
 possibility) does it make sense at all to distinguish here 
 between ‘body’ and ‘spirit’ as separate entities?
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15.50 Spiritual Powers Latent in Humankind.
 Tran-Thi-Kim-Diêu, (post-graduate from Montpellier University
 (France) in Pharmaceutical Engineering. Chairperson of the 
 Theosophical Society in Europe, gives programmes including 
 spiritual silent retreats on the Ageless Wisdom in many countries,
 showing that spiritual life cannot be separated from ethical daily 
 living and meditation).
 A human being is part of the process of evolution, interacting with
 the whole Universe of which reflection on its manifested ‘side’, 
 its ‘other side’, and its real structure will be exposed. 
 The question of ‘matter’ and that of ‘space-time’ will be examined 
 in relation with the powers latent in a human being and with 
 ‘mind’ and meditation.

16.50 Closing, possibly with short forum

“As far as the laws of mathematics refer to reality, they are not 
certain; and as far as they are certain, they do not refer to reality”. 
Albert Einstein
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Questions to be dealt with
Are the phenomena discussed part of regression (referring to
past phases of development of mankind) or possibilities for the
future? 
Experiences can surpass the personality, just be aspects of the
personality or the result of emotion, desire, fantasy or external
influences. How do you recognise the difference?
What is the relationship with inner transformation?
What are the philosophical, psychological (clinical) and cultural
implications of these exceptional experiences?
Does the study of these exceptional experiences contribute to a 
better understanding of the spiritual and social challenges in our
society?

 Other related programs:

Dutch Language Study Days:
9 November 2019 Religious and Mystical 
   Experiences
15 February 2020 Rituals and Healing
9 May 2020  Working with Energies
17 October 2020 Between Death and Birth (1)
7 November 2020  The Supranatural Nature
20 February 2021 Between Death and Birth (2)
17 April 2021  New Forms of Spirituality 

International seminars
15 – 18 June 2020 Spiritual Powers Latent in 
   Humankind with Tran-Thi-Kim-
   Diêu. 

See site www.itc-naarden.org for special program.
11-13 June 2021  International seminar with Kurt
   Leland: “Adventures in 
   Consciousness: Developing
   Our Latent Powers as a 
   Spiritual Practice”
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Three Objects of the Theosophical Society
1. To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity,  
 without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or colour.
2. To encourage the study of Comparative Religion, Philosophy and
  Science.
3. To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the Powers latent 
 in Man.

Mission of the Theosophical Society
To serve humanity by cultivating an ever-deepening understanding and 
realization of the Ageless Wisdom, spiritual Self-transformation, and the 
Unity of all Life.

The International Theosophical Centre
The ITC aims to be an active and inspiring spiritual study and retreat 
centre, contributing to the service of the world and the uplifting of the 
consciousness of mankind in particular. 
The ITC therefore invites people at the Centre to work on the process of 
human regeneration through individual transformation.
Any stay at the Center is meant to promote quietness of mind, peace and 
a harmonious life. Therefore, smoking or using drugs on the estate is not 
allowed; furthermore, only vegetarian meals and non-alcoholic beverages 
may be consumed. 
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Lodging facilities. 
The ITC has the following lodging facilities:

• Lotus House (LH) offers 8 single and 2 two person bedrooms, 
 each with own bathroom. 
• Crystal House (CH) offers 20 bedrooms; 10 single person and 
 10 two person bedrooms each with own bathroom. 
• Cottages. (CO) Three wooden cottages with own kitchen and 
 bathroom for 2 persons each.
• Camping (bring your own tent etcetera) 

Entrance of the activities at Meentweg 9, 1411 GR Naarden. 
For route description please look at www.itc-naarden.org 

Please fill in your application and sent to activities@itc-naarden.org 
Or post it to: International Theosophical Centre, Seminar registra-
tion 
Valkeveenselaan 19, 1411 GT Naarden, The Netherlands

Seminar Tran-Thi-Kim-Diêu
Following the seminar an additional seminar and retreat is orga-
nized with Mrs. Tran-Thi Kim Diêu on Spiritual Powers Latent in 
Humankind. In case you like to stay the option is available on this 
registration form. You need to register for that seminar separately, 
See www.itc-naarden.org

Registration
Please note that the number of places is limited. We therefore use 
the following registration procedure:

• Registration for the full seminar can only be done before 
 June 1st. 
• Reservation will only be made final after payment of the fee. 
• Your reservation will then be confirmed.
• Cancellation before June 1st results in refund minus € 50. 
• In case you intend to sleep at home but come every day, 
 please register as well.



Exploring the powers latent in Humankind
12-14 June 2020

A. Registration fee: 
    per day or full seminar
 TS-members     € 80 € 150 €……
 Non-member    € 90 € 170 €……
B. Vegetarian meals   € 70 €……
C. Lodging
- Crystal House single rm.  € 85 €……
- Crystal House 2 pers. rm.  € 75 €……
- Lotus House single rm.  € 98 €……
- Lotus House 2 pers. rm.  € 84 €……
- Cottage   € 145 €……
- Camping    €  20 €……
D. Sunday 14th staying for seminar Tran-Thi-
 Kim-Diêu night and meals  € 70 €……  

 Total amount   €……  
    

Registration: prices are mentioned per person. 
Please fill in the amount of your application. 

Application form can also be found on www.itc-naarden.org

Registration: 

Name:    First name: 
Address:   Postal Code:           
City:   Country : 
Email address:     
T.S. member: yes / no
Remarks / Diet requests:

EXPLORING
THE POWERS LATENT 

IN HUMANKIND

Programmes organised by:
International Theosophical Center, 

Naarden, the Netherlands www.itc-naarden.org
Theosophical Society in the Netherlands www.theosofie.nl

Venue: Besant hall, Meentweg 9, 1411 GR Naarden

Payment: 
Stichting St. Michaels AC
Bank account number 132937093, Rabobank. 
Foreign: IBAN NL92RABO 0132937093 
BIC / SWIFT: RABONL2U
Please mention: Seminar 2020 plus dates of the chosen seminar

Spiritual powers latent in Humankind
15-18 June 2020

E. Registration fee: 
    per day or full seminar
 TS-members     € 20 € 55 € ……
 Non-member    € 25 € 70 €……
F. Vegetarian meals   € 105 €……
G. Lodging
- Crystal House single room € 127 €…..
- Crystal House 2 pers. room  € 110 €…..
- Lotus House single room  € 147 €…..
- Lotus House 2 pers. room  € 125 €…..
- Cottage   € 215 €…..
- Camping    €  30 €…..

  Total amount   €…… 

When visiting both seminars a reduction may apply of € 30


